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Damien Love

ABOUT MONSTROUS DEVICES

When twelve-year-old Alex receives an old lin robol in The post; the
nole from his grandfather simply reads: This one is special’ Bul as
strange evenls starl occurring around him, it doesn lake Alex long
lo suspect Thal the small Toy is more than special; it might’ also be

deadly.

Just as Things are gelling oul of hand, Alexs grandfather arrives,
whisking him away from his olherwise humdrum life and inlo a
world of slrange, macabre magic. trom FParis o Prague, they flee
across snowy turope in a quest lo unravel the riddle of The lillle
robol; and oulwil relenlless assassins of the human and mechanical
kind. How does Alexs grandfather know them? And can Alex safely
harness The robols power, or will it fall inlo the wrong, wicked

hands?

ABOUT DAMIEN LOVE

Damien Love was born in Scolland and lives in Glasgow, where, even
as you read lhese words, il is raining. He is The aulhor of several
books on film and filmmakers, and is the TV crilic for Scotland's
broadsheel, The Sunday Herald. He has the abilily To Talk To cals,
but there is no evidence thal they undersiand him. Monstrous
Devices s his ﬁmf novel. Learn more al damienlove.com.
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PRE-READING ACTIVITIES

* Discuss The cover and The clues it offers aboul whal's inside:
What do you Think of The robol on The cover. is it a loy or is il dangerous?
How do you think rebols will change The world - have They already done so?

- * Discuss The Uitle. What does it make us think of? What does il suggest? Is There
more Than one way of reading it? Is it a quole from somewhere?

DISCUSSION POINTS ON KEY THEMES

Alex is bullied in The flesh and online. How does he handle e What advice would
_you give fum?

772&@’&6/075 )lou’Ve described, Thal power. The Uhings Thal happened. Did you
enjoy it? p. 261 |
Throughoul The story, Alex is able To make the robol serve him, from compleling
his essay To nearly Rilling a boy on The Train. Hlow do you Think you would feel if
_you gained This kind of power? Why does Alexs granddad believe secking power is
a lonely and dangerous palh?
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“The only question thal mallers is: do you Trust me?” the old man had asked.
Did he? Did he even know him? p. 241
HHow does Alexs Trust in his granddad change throughoul The slory and whal are
the reasons for these changes? Do you Think thal Trust is restored by The end of
the story? Do you Think thal Alexs granddad damaged his Trust by keeping things
_from Alex or was it The correct decision To prolect him?

The book delves inlo The legend of The golem of Prague. What olher mylhs and
legends are associaled wilh Prague? Are There local myths and legends (even Tales
of haunled houses) thal you Think would make a good starling point for a story?

POST-READING ACTIVITIES

Bey'amm Loelxg/ made Three robols which are valuable colleclors’ ilems. Ma/@
a poster adverlising an auclion for the Two robols Zizaf donl appear in lhe book,
Think aboul whal The Two robols look like. Whal makes them special?

The villains use robols buill Z”é do Jpecg'{c ZZ?J/@ s de&z’gn a robol 1o do one main
lhing (drawing or sculplure or Lego cle)

Draw a comuc slrip depicling one of the balllles helween Alex and life-sizers in The slory.
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When Alex believes his granddad is dead, he spends a night walking around The
Gare du Lyon, cold and frighlened. Wrile a diary enliry from his perspeclive al lhis
lime.

After Alex disposes of The lablel in The river, he and his granddad slay on in
Prague for two more days. Wrile a posteard from Alex to hus mother, explaining
whal youve done on your holiday 7721'12/@50&%” whelher hed want his molher o be
worried, and how much he would want her To know.

Write a newspaper report describing the localised storm That look place in Prague.
Think about how you are going 1o convey The confitsion and different Testimonies.

This book has four main sellings: Alexs home Town, London, Faris and Prague. Look_
up Uhe places menlioned in The story and find them on a map. Creale a profile

for each selling and make a list of ils key fealires. Think aboul the wealher, The
localion and The buildings. Then choose an imporiant sile in each cily and wrile a
bruef descriplion of it



